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Scope

· Education - what it stood for Vs what it stands for

· Why be educated - what it means to be educated

· Challenges - Survival 

"True education is that which will train children and youth for the life that now is, and in reference to that which is to come; for an inheritance in that better country, even in an heavenly" Fundamentals of Xtian Education p.328 
Changed Scenarios, Game Rules ... Education what It stood for Vs what it stands for today
Once upon a time Good education meant:

· A teacher's or nursing diploma 

· Arts, law or medical degree

· Good and secure employment

· Respect and possible community leadership

· Role modeling for the youth

With globalization and changing economic trends,

Technikon and University qualifications do not and cannot necessarily earn you the same respect, job security or even financial prosperity.

The most successful and famous (role models)   - including some of the financially successful persons, have neither a diploma nor university qualification.

Persons such as:

·  Michael Jordan, Madonna, Bill Gates (founder of Microsoft and the richest man in America -dropped out of Harvard)

· Mdu, Lucas Radebe (earnings 50 000 pounds per week - R850 000)

"Good education" is NO LONGER a guarantee for good earnings or "prosperity" even in financial terms.

Whilst it was safe to say to a child "go to school, get good grades and look for a secure job" this could be dangerous to say to anyone today!!  Jobs are no longer a guarantee for those who have successfully gone through institutions of higher learning.  For instance, my wife has just employed someone with a university degree and a teaching qualification as a shop assistant!   She had been "unemployed" for over a year since she completed her studies.

Why?

· Education system(s) were ideal for the past era - industrialization, and closed economies  (being production of goods that required training on continuous operational task and did not require any thinking or intelligent work force)

· Computerization and mechanization of work place changed the economic and production requirements - replacing most of unreliable and non-intelligent operations previously performed by humans.  Instead of a changing the system of education - to produce intelligent workers - many were laid off resulting to poverty and economic slowdown.

· Globalization and information era became the last nails perfecting "the coffin" of the past and heralding the new - lay-offs are now the order of the day - thousands are left unemployed.  We have now seen teacher training colleges closed down, young graduates really battle to find employment - Job Security once offered by good education is now no more!

· Companies, which lay off their staff, are rewarded with higher share prices!

It now would seem as if the true purpose of education is never realized - Why do we need to go to universities or techikons and schools of higher learning?   

Education systems have failed

· To promote and encourage the production of thinking minds - only one correct answer to a question!

· To encourage and reward individuals to excel in their own areas of interest "people do not study what   
they want to study but are channeled to study something because those particular skills are in demand" 

· To produce employers - purpose is to produce employees (instruction takers if in disagreement the 
option is a slow down or a total strike)

· Promote respect of all disciplines and vocations (diversity of gifts and abilities not appreciated!)

· Prevent unemployment (how can people who have hands, feet, eyes and healthy minds be 
unemployed?  The truth is that "the education system has rendered most of us unemployable" 

1Thes 4:11-12 Paul in his teachings to a church awaiting Xt's coming - advises:

· Working own business

· Working with own hands and

· Lacking nothing

2Thes 3:8-12 further the instruction is:

· No work - no food or eating

· Shut up your mouth and stop being just busybodies doing nothing

· In quietness - study and work hard

· Eat own bread even as Paul had done!

Unemployment is "not divine!"

Why are refugees not starving in South Africa, yet they receive no financial support from government?

Our cities are somehow "infested" with them as traders on all major pavements and street corners.

Lack of original thinking, creativity and acceptance of individuality and diversity of gifts and capabilities is what cripples our potential to earn and be economically active.

How to face Challenges facing our uncertain future?

· Study what your heart wants to study (have passion for your area of study)

· Remember education is a means to an end and is not an end

· There is no line of vocation which is more honorable than others - make yours the best and give the best of yourself

· Ask the "why" question - aiming to bring a solution and making a difference

Edwin Modisakgosi - Mafikeng (Morning Live 26 Dec 2001) is a good example of someone who asked a right question and thus invented a technology (simple one) to discourage cell phone thefts. Personalize your cell phone - own picture (face digitally imprinted on the screen!)

·  Study to make a contribution to society don't end repeating and mastering someone's quotable or inventions - God expects you to leave your own and unique set of finger prints or footmarks on the sands of Life!!

21% exemption/73% pass

Asked about an advice to the 27% who failed the exams: Ignatius Jacobs (MEC - Education Gauteng - Radio interview with Jusaf Abrahamjee Radio 702 27 Dec 2001 - John Qwelane show) "Those who Failed their matric exams should use the opportunity to do some technical studies at the technikons or technical institutions as we need skilled resources"

This is incorrect thinking - technically skilled persons do not necessarily have to be those who failed to pass matric.  We need the most intelligent to also acquire technical skills in order to bring about greater efficiencies and solutions needed in those areas and disciplines!  Ellen White writes:   

"There is honour in any class of work that is essential to be done” p.315
"It is the duty of every worker not merely to give his strength but his mind and intellect to that which he undertakes to do” p.316
"There is a great want of intelligent men to till the soil, who will be thorough" p.323 

There is a greatest need for workers to provide the Strength of intellect as well as of muscle.

